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On July 5, Puertos Mexicanos spokesperson Hector Lopez Gutierrez announced a government
program to promote private sector investment in the National Port System. The government's
objective is to collect about 3 trillion pesos ($995 million) in private capital, along with the 670 billion
pesos ($220 million) from the Communications and Transportation Secretariat, for investment in
1991. With this "unprecedented level of investment," the country's ports will be brought up to
international levels in terms of service and efficiency by mid-1992. Since the federal take-over of
the Veracruz port facility a month ago, the government has eliminated 59 labor contracts with 19
agencies and fired 4,200 workers. Wages were increased by 200% and a direct payment system
was established, so that wages are no longer channeled through the unions. Port service costs
have been reduced an average 30%, bringing them to about 34% below those for the facilities in
Houston, said Lopez Gutierrez. Since the May 31 take-over, the port has managed the loading and
unloading of 339,000 metric tons of cargo and 7,200 containers, which excluding the handling of
grains represents a 37% increase over June 1990. Productivity has increased by 40%, to an average
of 29 containers per ship-hour in operation. On Aug. 1, the federal government officially ended
its occupation of the Veracruz port and turned management of the facilities over to three private
sector companies: Compania Operadora Portuaria del Golfo, owned by Transportacion Maritima
Mexicana; Corporacion Integral de Comercio Exterior, and the Compania Terminal de Veracruz.
(Sources: Uno Mas Uno, 07/06/91; Uno Mas Uno, La Jornada, El Financiero, 08/01/91; El Nacional, El
Universal, 08/02/91)
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